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Where the canopy is thickest, barely any light

reaches the rainforest floor. Few plants grow,
and in some places the ground is bare
except for a thin layer of dead leaves and
twigs that have dropped from above.
Sometimes a tree falls, leaving a gap in
the canopy. Sunlight streams through,
and suddenly seeds burst into life.
Saplings shoot upwards in a race to
reach the canopy. The fastest wins,
reaches its full height and soon
blocks out the light again.

The trapfaw ant has
the fastest-shiting
Jaws of all anignals,
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Bustling with life
The forest floor provides food and shelter for a
huge number of insects. Ants, beetles and other
invertebrates live in the leaf litter or in the soil
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underneath. These in turn are eaten by spiders,
scorpions and centipedes, Mammals find food
here, too. Pigs and rats root among the litter,
while deer eat leaves. They are hunted by

other animals, such as snakes and big cats,

J > Less than one per cent of the sunlight that shines on the top of the canopy makes it down to the forest floor.
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ON THE FLOOR |
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the maiden’s veil fungus, who:
2 smell.

The smell of
the maiden's
veil fungus
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Feet that fly
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The colugo has a membrane
that stretches from the
shoulders to the tip of the
tail. Spreading this out, it can
glide for over 100m. When
she is not flying, the female
colugo uses the membrane
as a cradle for her young.

FLIERS
AND GLIDERS

Many jungle animals appear mainly at night. Flying creatures

patrol the canopy, looking for food. Bats set out to hunt, along i
with uncountable numbers of nocturnal insects. These, together

with moths, owls and other birds, fly easily in the upper forest

The female sugar glider
of Australia glides through
the air using membranes
between the arms and

legs, and steering with
the tail. She has a pouch
on her stomach in which
her babies shelter.

layers. But some animals have adapted to this environment. They
cannot actually fly up, but they can glide from a high branch to
a lower one. Some squirrels, colugos, lizards and

even frogs grow extra flaps of skin that they use like wings.
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The Atlas moth of S rast Asia has the
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Rivers create an extra kind of habitat in the rainforest.

For a start, they make large openings in the forest canopy.
The trees take advantage of the extra light and form a dense |
barrier at the river's edge. Water also provides a home for
entirely different creatures. Specialized plants such as giant
water-lilies live here, as well as huge numbers of beetles,
flies and other insects. There are also several fearsome
river animals, including piranhas and caimans. ‘

6 TINY BUT DEADLY

There are many areas of still water in
the rainforest and these places are perfect
breeding grounds for mosquitoes, which lay
their eggs in water. Female mosquitoes feed
by sucking blood from mammals (including,
humans). When they do this, they may also
pick up strains of deadly diseases such
as malaria and yellow fever. They will
then pass these on to their next victim,

A it ean grow
1o more: than 4m long.
o




“Pirates, piranhas... a 1ol
It's not polluted water but |
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parasites were in my body.”

River visitors

Martin Strel (born 1954) : :
org-civtamce sy and the et persn Many kinds of animals are
PR = Az river attracted to rivers, because

they are rich in food as well

Capyharas, the largest
rocdents, ha ehibod
feed aned lives in groups.
of 20 or mone:

as water. Land animals come
to drink, and swimmers visit to

eat water plants or catch fish.
Mammals such as capybaras
or peccaries make an easy
meal for a crocodile, caiman

or water snake, The giant

anaconda of the Amazon kills
by wrapping itself around
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its prey and strangling it.

River grazers
Manatees are

pe water mammals

as much as half a
mastly plants in

that can we
tonne, They
shallow water. Manatees spend
much of the day

sleeping under
waler, coming up o the surface
ter breathe every 20 minutes.
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o young amimal that locks unlike its parents, and that changes shape as it grows up
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